

THE DUBLIN SOLICITORS BAR ASSOCIATION
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR

LITIGATION COMMITTEE

PRACTICAL UPDATE IN CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS

17 November 2026
2.00pm – 4.00pm
VIA WEBINAR

Dr Niall Jones - AI, Surgery and the Law

Mr Alastair Graham – 'The Heart Team Has Decided – But Has the Patient?

Consent and Multidisciplinary Decision-Making in Cardiothoracic Surgery' 

Fiachra Breathnach BL – Recent Practice Directions and Judgments

CHAIRS
Avril Scally, Member of Litigation Committee and Healthcare Partner at Lavelle Partners LLP.
Jenny Foley, Member of Litigation Committee and Healthcare Partner, RDJ LLP

SPEAKERS
Dr Niall Jones, Consultant Neonatal and Paediatric Surgeon
Dr Niall Jones MD FRCSI FRSM MclinLead PGCertLaws is a Neonatal and Paediatric Surgeon with 30 years clinical experience in teaching hospitals stretching from the west of Ireland to Hobart, Tasmania. A keen advocate for improving surgical outcomes and patient safety he is currently Adjunct Professor of Clinical Surgery at Khalifa University, Abu Dhabi. He combines clinical insight with operational, legal and ethics acumen currently concentrating on things medico-legal-ethical. He has completed a Diploma in Project Management and is currently more than half-way through an LLM in Medical Law & Ethics with the University of London. He is excited by the emergence of AI in Surgery and is thrilled to collaborate with Bioethicists to explore AI-associated benefits, opportunities and challenges for patients and organisations. Niall leads the Scientific Ethics Advisory Group at Roche pharmaceuticals company which is an external independent group of multidisciplinary ethicists advising Roche on pharma-related ethical quandaries.

Mr Alastair Graham, Consultant Cardiothoracic Surgeon
Mr Alastair Graham is a Consultant Cardiothoracic Surgeon at the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast; Blackrock Clinic, Dublin and St James’s Hospital, Dublin. He trained in Belfast and at the Royal Brompton Hospital, London, and was awarded an MD ny thesis from Queen’s University, Belfast for research in lung cancer pathology. His clinical practice has encompassed Cardiac surgery for 26 years, and Thoracic surgery for more than 22 years. He served as Clinical Director( for 13 years), Governance Lead and Training Programme Director for Cardiothoracic Surgery in Northern Ireland

Fiachra Breathnach BL 
Fiachra was called to the Bar in 2011. He was elected to the Bar Council in 2025 and is the current Chair of the Library Committee. 
Fiachra specialises in the area of Medical Law including Clinical Negligence and Inquests.
solicitors sustain performance and wellbeing in legal practice. She is also a practising trainee psychotherapist, currently completing her final year of a BSc in Counselling and Psychotherapy, and a qualified Coach. Her therapeutic interests include cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT), person-centred and existential approaches, with a particular focus on self-compassion, self-awareness and supporting individuals to develop a more compassionate relationship with themselves.
Conference Information

Date:		17th November 2026
Time:		2.00pm to 4.00pm
Location:	VIA WEBINAR
		Log in details will be emailed to all participants

Fees:		€130.00 Member
€245.00 Non-Member (includes DSBA membership for 2026)


CPD:		2 Hours Group Study


Conference Registration Form (Med Neg)
Please complete the registration form below and send this with your payment to:-
Anna Healy, Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, First Floor, 7 Dawson Street, Dublin 2

Surname		__________________________________________________ 

First Name		__________________________________________________ 

Firm/Organisation		__________________________________________________ 

Address			__________________________________________________ 

			__________________________________________________ 

			__________________________________________________ 

Telephone		___________________	Fax.	______________________

Year of Admission	___________________	DX	______________________

E-Mail Address		__________________________________________________ 

Payment		By Cheque, payable to Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, Card, of EFT 
		BIC (SWIFT)      BOFIIE2D
		IBAN     IE74 BOFI 900973 81308890
			
			[     ]		Member
			[     ]		Non-Member
			[     ]       	Trainee (in a member firm)		

CONFIRMATIONS
Booking confirmations will be issued to all delegates by e-mail or fax prior to the seminar. Please present your booking confirmation at the seminar registration desk. 

CANCELLATIONS
Cancellations must be received in writing. For cancellations received 5 working days or less prior to the event, the attendance fee is non refundable.
		
DISCLAIMER	
It may be necessary, for reasons beyond the control of the conference organisers, to alter the content and timing of the program or the identity of the speakers. 

For Additional Information contact:-
Anna Healy – Tel.: 01 6706089 – E-Mail: anna@dsba.ie– Web: www.dsba.ie
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