
 
 

 

THE DUBLIN SOLICITORS BAR ASSOCIATION 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 
 
LITIGATION COMMITTEE, MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 

 
PRACTICAL UPDATE IN MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS 
19 November 2025 
2.00pm – 4.00pm  
VIA WEBINAR 
  

Dr Declan O’Rourke - Medicolegal perspectives from a Paediatric 
Neurologist 
Mr Ellis Downes – Negligence or Bad Luck in Obstetrics & Gynaecology - 
How To Decide? 
Denise Mulcahy BL – Recent Practice Directions and Judgments 
 
CHAIRS: 
Avril Scally, Member of Litigation Committee and Partner in Clinical 
Negligence at Lavelle Partners LLP. 
Jenny Foley, Member of Litigation Committee and Healthcare Partner, RDJ 
LLP 

 

Speakers 

Dr Declan O’Rourke, Consultant Paediatric Neurologist  
Dr. Declan O’Rourke is a Paediatric Neurologist at Children’s Health Ireland at 
Temple Street. He has undergone Fellowship training in Epilepsy at Boston 
Children's Hospital and in Neuromuscular Medicine at Washington University 
of St. Louis.  He has been awarded Doctorate of Medicine from UCD.  He is 
Associate Director of Research at Children's Health Ireland and Associate 
Clinical Professor at UCD, He is Clinical Lead in Paediatric Neurology across 
CHI. He manages a large volume of patients across Ireland with acute and 
chronic paediatric neurological disorders and is Principal Investigator in a 
number of neuromuscular clinical trials. He has special interests in Epilepsy, 
Neonatal Neurology and Neuromuscular Disorders  

 

Mr Ellis Downes, Consultant Obstetrician and Gynecologist  
Mr Ellis Downes FRCOG is one of the UK’s leading Obstetricians & 
Gynaecologists. He has published extensively in the areas of endoscopic 
surgery and has a wide-ranging clinical practice. He has supported the work of 
National and International Medical Societies at Board level and advised the 
MHRA and NICE on strategy and Guideline development. He has undertaken 
medico-legal work for over 20 years, is CUBS certified and was awarded the 
title of “Gynaecology Expert of the Year 2025” by Lawyer Magazine. He is 
instructed in the UK, Ireland and a number of overseas jurisdictions. 

 

Denise Mulcahy BL  
Denise Mulcahy B.L. is a practising barrister called to the Bar of Ireland in 2007, 
with a particular focus on medical negligence litigation. Denise was appointed 
to the clinical negligence panel for the state claims agency over 10 years ago 
and has accumulated broad-ranging experience across complex birth injury, 
brain injury and catastrophic injury claims. She acts for both plaintiffs and 
defendants in contentious litigation and represents parties at coroners' inquests 
and mediations. 



 
 

 

Conference Information 

 
Date:  19th November 2025 
Time:  2.00pm to 4.00pm 
Location: VIA WEBINAR 
 
Fees:  € 130.00 Member 

€ 245.00 Non-Member (includes DSBA membership fee for 2025) 
 
 
CPD:  2Hours Group Study 
   
 

 
Conference Registration Form (DSBA Medical Negligence) 
Please complete the registration form below and send this with your payment to:- 
Anna Healy, Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, Unit 206, The Capel Building, 
Mary’s Abbey, Dublin 7. Dx 200206 Capel Building 
 
Surname  __________________________________________________  
 
First Name  __________________________________________________  
 
Firm/Organisation  __________________________________________________  
 
Address   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
Telephone  ___________________ Fax. ______________________ 
 
Year of Admission ___________________ DX ______________________ 
 
E-Mail Address  __________________________________________________  
 
Payment  By Cheque, Card or EFT payable to Dublin Solicitors’ Bar Association 

Bank Details: 

BIC (SWIFT)     BOFIIE2D 
IBAN     IE74 BOFI 900973 81308890 

 
    
   [     ]  Member 
   [     ]  Non-Member 
   [     ]        Trainee (in a member firm)   
 

CONFIRMATIONS 
Booking confirmations will be issued to all delegates by e-mail or fax prior to the seminar. Please 
present your booking confirmation at the seminar registration desk.  

 

CANCELLATIONS 
Cancellations must be received in writing. For cancellations received 5 working days or less prior 
to the event, the attendance fee is non refundable. 

   

DISCLAIMER  
It may be necessary, for reasons beyond the control of the conference organisers, to alter the 
content and timing of the program or the identity of the speakers.  

 
For Additional Information contact:- 

Anna Healy – Tel: 01 6706089 – E-Mail: anna@dsba.ie – Web: www.dsba.ie 

 

mailto:anna@dsba.ie

