
 
 

THE DUBLIN SOLICITORS BAR ASSOCIATION 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 
PROBATE & TAX COMMITTEE 
 

PROBATE INTERACTIONS- CRA, LSRA AND COURT 
 
14th May 2025 
2.00pm to 5.00pm  
Remotely by webinar  
 

This seminar will hear from the Charities Regulator and Legal Services Regulatory 
Authority on how probate practitioners might interact with those bodies during 
the course of an administration. This will be followed by an update on recent 
caselaw relevant to probate practitioners. 

 
Chair 

Zoe Hughes. Zoe is a member of the DSBA Council and previous Chair of the DSBA Probate 
and Taxation Committee. She was admitted to the Roll of Solicitors in 2017. She worked in 
private practice, specialising in probate, wills and wardship / capacity law prior to joining the 
CSSO in April 2025. 

 

Speakers  

Seán O’Connor is Regulatory Legal Counsel for the Charities Regulator. He was appointed 
as Legal Advisor in February 2021, to provide legal advice across the organisation and lead 
the Charity Services Unit (CSU). The CSU deals with statutory applications from charitable 
organisations or executors of wills containing charitable bequests for the authorisation or 
direction of the Charities Regulator in respect of practical matters such as the sale or transfer 
of charity property, changes to trustees, litigation, or changes to the application of charity 
assets. Seán is Secretary to the Charity Services Committee (CSC) which considers these 
applications, before it makes a recommendation to the Board for decision. He is involved in 
strategy, policy development and digital transformation. Seán is from Waterford City. He 
trained and worked as solicitor in top tier law firms in the private sector for over 7 years, 
specialising in charity governance, trusts, private client property and tax. He is a solicitor, a 
member of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners (STEP) and an AITI Chartered Tax 
Advisor. He holds a BCL Degree (Law & French) from UCC, a Diploma in Trust and Estate 
Planning, and a Professional Diploma in Creativity, Innovation and Leadership from UCD. 

 

Brian Doherty is the Chief Executive Officer of the Legal Services Regulatory Authority. A 
former barrister, Brian was called to the Bar in Northern Ireland in 1996 and initially practised 
in Belfast. He joined the Office of the Police Ombudsman for Northern Ireland when it was 
set up in 2000 as one of the first civilian investigators, working on allegations of misconduct 
against the then RUC, later the PSNI. In 2007 he moved to the Garda Síochána Ombudsman 
Commission as a Senior Investigating Officer, later progressing to Acting Deputy Director of 
Investigations. He returned to the Police Ombudsman of Northern Ireland in 2014 to run the 
Current Investigations Directorate. Brian took up post as the CEO of the LSRA in September 
2017. Brian holds a Masters in Criminology and Criminal Justice Management from Queens 
University Belfast and a Doctorate in Criminology from the University of Portsmouth. 

 

Mark O’Riordan BL is a barrister and mediator specialising in the areas of succession, 
probate, equity and trusts.  He is a graduate of University College Dublin (BCL 1999, LLM 
2003) and King’s Inns (BL 2001).  He was called to the Irish Bar in 2001.  He is a former legal 
researcher at the Law Reform Commission. He has tutored land law at University College 
Dublin, the law of torts at Trinity College Dublin, has lectured constitutional law at Griffith 
College Dublin, and has lectured on the Law Society of Ireland’s professional practice course 
and its Diploma in Civil Litigation. Mark is also a CEDR accredited mediator.  He is a member 
of the Council of The Hon Society of King’s Inns, a member the Probate Bar Association of 
Ireland, and a member of the Medico-Legal Society of Ireland. 



 
 

 
 
Conference Information 
 
Date:  14th May 2025 
Time:  2.00pm to 5.00pm 
Location: By Zoom webinar 

 
Fees:  € 165.00 Member 

€ 280.00 Non-Member  (includes membership fee for 2025) 
 

Registration:  LOG IN DETAILS WILL BE EMAILED TO ALL PARTICIPANTS 
CPD:  3 Hour Group Study 
 
 
Conference Registration Form (Probate & Tax) 
Please complete the registration form below and send this with your payment to:- 
Anna Healy, Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, Unit 206, The Capel Building, Mary’s Abbey, 
Dublin 7. DX: 200206 Capel Building 
 
Surname  __________________________________________________  
 
First Name  __________________________________________________  
 
Firm/Organisation  __________________________________________________  
 
Address   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
Telephone  ___________________ Fax. ______________________ 
 
Year of Admission ___________________ DX ______________________ 
 
E-Mail Address  __________________________________________________  
 
Payment  By Cheque, Card or EFT payable to Dublin Solicitors’ Bar Association 
Bank Details: 

BIC (SWIFT)     BOFIIE2D 
IBAN     IE74 BOFI 900973 81308890 

 
    
   [     ]  Member 
   [     ]  Non-Member 
   [     ]        Trainee (in a member firm)   
 

CONFIRMATIONS 
Booking confirmations will be issued to all delegates by e-mail or fax prior to the seminar. Please present 
your booking confirmation at the seminar registration desk.  

 

CANCELLATIONS 
Cancellations must be received in writing. For cancellations received 5 working days or less prior to the 
event, the attendance fee is non refundable. 

   

DISCLAIMER  
It may be necessary, for reasons beyond the control of the conference organisers, to alter the content and 
timing of the program or the identity of the speakers.  

 
For Additional Information contact:- 

Anna Healy – Tel.: 01 6706089 – E-Mail: anna@dsba.ie – Web: www.dsba.ie 

 

 

mailto:anna@dsba.ie

