
 
 

THE DUBLIN SOLICITORS BAR ASSOCIATION 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 
 

FAMILY LAW COMMITTEE 
 

DSBA Family Law Update 2023,  
New proposed Bill, s.47/32 Reports and legal forensic 
accounting and legal costs 
 

30 May 2023 
2.00pm – 5.00pm 
VIA WEBINAR 
 

Columb Fortune BL - The proposed new Family Law Bill 2022. 
Dr. Anne Byrne Lynch, psychologist - Family Law assessments. 
John Healy, forensic accountant -  Why forensic accounting may be required 
in Family law cases. 
Stephen Kearney, legal cost accountant - Family Law legal costs. 
 
Questions and Answers session at the end for about 30-40 mins 
 
CHAIR: Cliona Costelloe, Family Law Solicitor, current Chair of the Family 
Law Committee. Practicing in Blackrock, Co Dublin. 

 
SPEAKERS 
Columb Fortune is a barrister practicing predominantly in the areas of Family Law and the Law 
of Succession/Probate. He was called to the Bar in 2013, is an active member of the Family 
Lawyers Association of Ireland and practices mainly on the Dublin and Eastern Circuits. 

 

Dr Anne Byrne-Lynch is a Consultant Clinical Psychologist with a specialist clinical practice 
providing assessment, consultations and reports in the context of Family Law proceedings and 
parenting capacity assessments for Tusla in complex childcare matters. Her previous background 
in clinical psychology with the HSE, which included 15 years in Adult Mental Health Services and 
11 years in Child and Family Services, provided her with a strong background in the assessment 
of both individual clinical issues and complex family dynamics. She has been involved in the 
assessment of complex and high conflict families for the Courts for about 15 years. She is 
interested in the development of evidence-based practice in family law assessments.  

 

John Healy, Partner in Kirby Healy Chartered Accountants, an accounting firm based in Dublin 
2. The firm focuses on insolvency appointments, fraud investigations, white-collar crime, 
forensic accounting, expert witness work and shareholder disputes. I have carried out numerous 
forensic accounting assignments and prepared reports for use in Court proceedings. I have 
acted as Expert Witness in Court and given evidence where required. I have also given 
statements and oral evidence in criminal cases. The firm provides services to a broad range of 
clients including the Revenue Commissioners, banks, financial institutions, law firms, private 
companies and company directors. 

 

Stephen Kearney is an Associate member of the Institute of Legal Costs Accountants and has 
been practicing Legal Costs since 2015, joining Lowes Legal Costs Accountants in 2017.  
Alongside drafting bills of costs and providing clients with advice on matters of costs, he also 
attends before the Legal Costs Adjudicators in Dublin and County Registrars throughout the 
country on adjudication/taxation. During his time as a Legal Costs Accountant, Stephen has 
amassed knowledge, both as the moving party and also in opposition, in a wide range of areas 
of practice including personal injury claims, judicial reviews, professional negligence, medical 
negligence, family law and probate among other areas.  



 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE 2023 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE 
 
Conference Information 
 
Date:  30 May 2023 
Time:  2.00pm to 5.000pm 
Location: By Zoom webinar 

 
Fees:  € 165.00 Member 

€ 275.00 Non-Member  
 

Registration:  LOG IN DETAILS WILL BE EMAILED TO ALL PARTICIPANTS 
CPD:  3 Hours Group Study 
 
 
Conference Registration Form (Family) 
Please complete the registration form below and send this with your payment to:- 
Maura Smith, Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, Unit 206, The Capel Building, Mary’s 
Abbey, Dublin 7. Dx 200206 Capel Building 
 
Surname  __________________________________________________  
 
First Name  __________________________________________________  
 
Firm/Organisation  __________________________________________________  
 
Address   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
Telephone  ___________________ Fax. ______________________ 
 
Year of Admission ___________________ DX ______________________ 
 
E-Mail Address  __________________________________________________  
 
Payment  By Cheque, Card or EFT payable to Dublin Solicitors Bar Association 
    
   [     ]  Member 
   [     ]  Non-Member 
   [     ]        Trainee (in a member firm)   
 

CONFIRMATIONS 
Booking confirmations will be issued to all delegates by e-mail or fax prior to the seminar. Please present 
your booking confirmation at the seminar registration desk.  

 

CANCELLATIONS 
Cancellations must be received in writing. For cancellations received 5 working days or less prior to the 
event, the attendance fee is non refundable. 

   

DISCLAIMER  
It may be necessary, for reasons beyond the control of the conference organisers, to alter the content and 
timing of the program or the identity of the speakers.  

 
For Additional Information contact:- 

Maura Smith – Tel.: 01 6706089 – E-Mail: maura@dsba.ie – Web: www.dsba.ie 

 

mailto:maura@dsba.ie

