
 
 

THE DUBLIN SOLICITORS BAR ASSOCIATION 
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 
 

Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 
Guidance on Circuit Court applications, the role of the 
DMR and Advance Healthcare directives. 
 

28 November 2022 
3.30-5.30pm 
VIA WEBINAR 
AREAS THAT WILL BE COVERED 
Niall Brunell - Update on Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Bill 
Aine Hynes - Circuit Court applications 
John Costello - Advance Healthcare Directives 
Mark Felton - The role of the DMR  
We are delighted that the seminar will be chaired by His Honour 
Judge John O’Connor. 
 
SPEAKERS: 

Niall Brunell 
Niall Brunell is a Principal Officer in the Department of Children, Equality, Disability 
Integration and Youth. Niall heads the Disability Policy function of the Department and is 
responsible for the development of policy on disability, including for the coordination of 
disability strategies and for relevant legislation. The Disability Policy team holds 
responsibility for the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill 2022.” 

 

Áine Hynes S.C. 
Áine is a partner in public and administrative law in St. John Solicitors. Áine is a member 
of the Council of the Law Society and many of its committees. She was appointed by 
Minister Lynch to the Expert Steering Group on the Review of the Mental Health Act 
2001 (2012-2015). In May 2022, she was appointed by the Minister for Justice to the 
Civil Legal Aid Review Group. Áine currently chairs the Law Society Mental Health Law 
and Capacity Taskforce and has made extensive submissions to the department of 
Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth on appropriate amendments to the 
Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 to ensure a more orderly transition from 
wardship to the new legal capacity framework. Áine was one of the first solicitors 
appointed Senior Counsel in October 2020. 

  

John Costello is a Past President of the Law Society. He has over 40 years’ experience 
in administering trusts for beneficiaries with special needs acting for Attorneys under 
Enduring Powers of Attorney and in dealing with Wardship matters. 

 

MARK FELTON 
Mark is a partner in Felton McKnight Solicitors in Greystones. He is a member of the 
DSBA Mental Health and Capacity Committee, the Law Society Mental Health and 
Capacity Task Force and Mental Health Commission Legal Representatives panel.   

  



 
 

 
 

Conference information  
Date:  28 November 2022 
Time:  3.30pm to 5.30pm 
Registration:      2.00pm 

Location: VIA WEBINAR 
 
Fees:  € 100.00 Member 

€ 200.00 Non-Member  
 

CPD:  2 Hours Group Study 

 
 

 
Conference Registration Form 

Please complete the registration form below and send this with your payment to:- 
Maura Smith, Dublin Solicitors Bar Association, Unit 206, The Capel Building, Mary’s 
Abbey, Dublin 7. DX 200206 Capel Building 
 
Surname  __________________________________________________  
 
First Name  __________________________________________________  
 
Firm/Organisation  __________________________________________________  
 
Address   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
   __________________________________________________  
 
Telephone  ___________________ Fax. ______________________ 
 
Year of Admission ___________________ DX ______________________ 
 
E-Mail Address  __________________________________________________  
 
Payment  By Cheque, payable to Dublin Solicitors Bar Association 
    
   [     ]  Member 
   [     ]  Non-Member 
   [     ]        Trainee (in a member firm)   
 

CONFIRMATIONS 
Booking confirmations will be issued to all delegates by e-mail or fax prior to the seminar. Please present 
your booking confirmation at the seminar registration desk.  

 

CANCELLATIONS 
Cancellations must be received in writing. For cancellations received 5 working days or less prior to the 
event, the attendance fee is non refundable. 

   

DISCLAIMER  
It may be necessary, for reasons beyond the control of the conference organisers, to alter the content and 
timing of the program or the identity of the speakers.  

 
For Additional Information contact:- 

Maura Smith – Tel.: 01 6706089 – E-Mail: maura@dsba.ie – Web: www.dsba.ie 

 

mailto:maura@dsba.ie

